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A word from the Editor

A happy new year to all our readers in East Bedfordshire and beyond. Well 2017 turned out to be
a reasonable year for Pub News. Have we now turned the corner on the rate of pub closures?
Perhaps not, but things are improving. Last year we saw a new micropub open in Sandy and two
previously closed pubs have reopened in Biggleswade and Langford. The Sugar Loaf in Mepper-
shall fought back to defeat a planning application to convert it into a convenience store. Buntingford
Brewery was sold and resurrected and we look forward to a new brewery opening in Potton by
springtime. Sadly we did lose Franklins cider and the equipment was sold to Buntingford Brewery.

The autumn period was busy for branch volunteers with our best ever takings at the Potton Apple
Day cider bar. Cider was also sold at Stotfold and Fairfield too on a smaller scale. At Bedford beer
festival in October, local members were very enthusiastic in operating the games and tombola
stand and the festival was almost a complete sellout on the beer front. The branch hopes to run a
bus trip in the springtime as a “Thank You" to volunteers, details will be in your local e-newsletter.

In 2018, the branch will endeavour to run more trips using bus and train services. We shall continue
to campaign and support all “real ale” outlets, and the focus for the next six months is to get to
know our branch’s sporting clubs, surveying them and get their details onto Whatpub. At the next
AGM in May, we will have an open discussion with members to decide what the branch goals will
be for the second half of 2018.

John Goodlet

The Admiral - Clifton >
Purveyor’ of the finest cask ales, wines, WWW
premium spirits and hearty pub food @ ?’.9;
Every Friday ' , \—@j .
The Admiral’s We're Brewing again!
Fish & Chips Using oriqinal and new recipes
Chunky, beer-battered cod fillet,
served with chips, a choice of

mushy or garden peas, bread & butter
and tartare sauce.

Fried traditional style,
in beef dripping.

Only £9.50
Available Fridays Only.
Book to avoid disappointment!
Book your table and pre-order
your meal on 01462 811069

Try our new American Pale Ale
brewed especially for this festival!

“5. Ask your Licensee to stock our Ale!
Order Online or call us
www.buntingfordbrewery.com

The Admiral, 1 Broad Street, Enjoy The Engineers Beer festival, what a great pub!
Clifton, Bedfordshire, SG17 5R] [ Facebook.com/BuntBrew

01763 250749




LOCAL PUB NEWS

Bell, Sandy

Following the retirement of long term land-
lord John Welbourne, Harnser Pubs ran the
Bell for a few weeks then Heather Drayton
and her partner Garvan McCafferty arrived
as new tenants. The three handpulls

recently featured GK IPA, Old Speckled
Hen and a guest Penpont Cornish Coast.

taken
place, which has made the pub brighter
and more open-plan. The opening hours
rare Mon-Thu 11-11, Fri-Sat 11-midnight,
Sun 12-11pm. Live music is now a feature
of the pub every four to six weeks and a
weekly Meat Raffle drawn on Sunday.

An extensive refurbishment has

Kings Arms, Sandy

Following constructive comments from their
customers Adam and Kelly have reconfig-
ured the Bar area and introduced new
furniture in a slightly different layout. This
has improved the seating arrangements,
mainly to allow more drinkers to feel the
benefits of the lovely open-fire.

Customers benefit from discounted real ale
at £3 per pint during Live Premier League
football shown on the big screens — Doom-
bar, London Pride, GK [PA, Bombardier
and a guest like Adnams Ghost Ship.

Wrestlers, Langford

It is great news to hear a pub re-opening
after a significant closure. The Wrestlers
and land behind the pub were sold by
Greene King in September 2015. A new
housing estate has been built with access
via a lane to the north of the pub's car
park. The pub itself had been closed and
under threat of conversion or demolition.

A strong response from local customers
who formed a “community support group”
and registered the Wrestlers as an Asset
of Community Value helped to protect the
pub. The owner re-opened the Wrestlers
on 23rd Nov 2017 in the hope of securing
some Christmas trade. However, it
appears to have had a very quiet start and
there was no “real ale” available recently.

Hopefully, real ale will be re-introduced
and there are plans to introduce food
including curry nights and live music is
back on in the pub. So watch this space to
see if this a genuine attempt to resurrect
the pub or just a temporary measure.

Four Horsemen, Sandy

More room for drinkers and the possibility
of holding small meetings has now
become a reality at the Four Horsemen as
the room toward the back of the micropub
has now been opened helping to reduce
the amount of crowding at busy times.
Between two and four changing real ales
of various styles and strengths are served
direct from the cask, plus a range of
Lilley's ciders.



There are new cooling jackets and a
chiller unit which is helping to keep the
real ales at a more consistent tempera-
ture. The opening hours have altered to
Tue-Thu 6-10pm, Fri 4.30-11pm, Sat 2-
11pm and Sun 2-7pm. We anticipate
further changes as the seasons and
clientele varies.

Chequers, Stotfold

It was all change at the Chequers with
new tenants arriving on 19th September.
Chef Marius Bucur and business partner
Gabriel Nistor are now in charge. There is
no change at the bar with GK IPA still the
permanent ale, pus two rotating guests,
which on a visit in late November were
Ruddles Best and Morland Original Bitter.

The main focus in the first few months has
been on meals, achieving a 5Sstar rating on
hygiene. There is a new lunch & evening a
la carte menu, plus a daily specials board
with the emphasis on fresh home cooked
food. Meals are served Mon-Fri 12-3, 6-
9pm, Sat 12-9pm and Sun 12-4pm.
Marcus and Gabriel are from Romania
originally, so perhaps they might consider
adding some traditional Romanian dishes
to future menus or host a themed evening.

The Chequers offered festive meals over
the Christmas period and a ticket based
Hogmanay party with buffet included. The
Friday night disco is the only regular event
at present, but the tenants hope to launch
some new events in 2018. The opening
hours are Sun-Thu 12-11pm and Fri/Sat
12-10.30pm, but the pub may close early
on some quieter Sundays. For the latest
news see www.thechequersstotfold.co.uk

Red Lion, Biggleswade

This pub had been in the hands of Harnser
Inns who managed the pub on behalf of
Greene King. Tom moved on last year and
a new lady has taken over. We don'’t yet
know her full name as she likes to be
known as “Juke”.
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The pub is currently open Mon-Thu from
12-11.30pm, Fri-Sat 12-1am and Sun 12-
11pm. It is still popular with the younger
crowd for the music scene. Friday evening
is a disco and Saturday evening often has
live music, a DJ or karaoke which handy
for birthday parties etc.

At the bar there is just the one real ale, but
Greene King IPA has been re-introduced
and proving a hit with the regular beer
drinkers.



Brewery News
The new Potton brewery being set up by Richard Haigh is making good progress. The planning
application has been approved by the local council and Rich has now taken on the lease of the
brewery site. In the last month or two, he has been focusing on getting the building ready with work
being done on the floors and mezzanine area. Initially, Richard was hoping to buy some brewery
equipment from another small local brewery who were planning to upgrade, but that has been
delayed, so he may opt to buy brand new equipment.

Meanwhile, Richard has been out and about in the region’s pubs spreading the word about the new
brewery and getting a number of pubs informally signed up as potential clients. He has also been
brewing some test batches of bottled beers and showcasing them at local farmers markets to gauge
customer response. Richard already has worked out the recipes for four core beers for the brewery,
they will include a hoppy IPA, an American style red ale, a traditional Best and a porter.

The next stage is dependent on when he purchases the brewery equipment and gets it all installed.
He would love to start with a festival ale in time for the St Neots Beer festival in March. However,
that may be a bit ambitious, it is mere likely he will be operating by Easter with an appearance at the
Potton beer festival held at the Rising Sun on the May bank holiday weekend.

Elsewhere, we have herad that the Ampthill Brewery may be ‘up for sale’ and we don't know the
future of the Biggleswade Brewhouse, which has undergone several management changes last year
and has only brewed once since the spring of 2017,

The Cock at Broom

Close to Jordan’s Mill, between Shefford & Biggleswade

. e A Range of Local and National Real Ales
it Straight from the Cask.
TTi t' Qk\ (]{ Traditional Games Room...perfect for a fun night
— out with family, friends or work colleagues.
Clubs and Societies welcome

Book our Front, Middle or Dining Room and even our

Unique Games Room for your event

“We are proud to support local business”
Seasonal Specials includes locally farmed meats
Specials for over 55' incl gluten free options.
Join us for Sunday Lunch! Served 12-4pm from £8.95

23 High Street, Broom, Bedfordshire, 5G18 9NA
Phone 01767 314411 www.thecockatbreom.co.uk

2014 CAMRA Award Winner




35" CAMRA Luton Beer & Cider Festival

Thursday 15th to Saturday 17th February 2018
100 Real Ales » 20 Real Ciders & Perries » Key Keg Real Ales & Bottled Beers

3 separate halls with
5 bars including one
featuring local
breweries

Free entry for
CAMRA members
to all sessions.

Non-members: Hot & cold food all

£2 Sat
_ Live music
Open midday to (Theatre Hall only)
11pm all days Friday and Saturday

Hightown Community, Sports & Arts Centre
York Street, Luton LU2 0JD
(7 minutes stroll from Luton Rail Station & Bus Interchange)
See http://southbeds.camra.org.uk/Ibcf

Champion Ale Sodoku

(9] This is a Sudoku with a twist - a beer

related link. Instead of the traditional

L E T numbers 1-9, we have used 9 letters of
K M B the alphabet.
To solve the Sodoku use the nine letters
M R|L

to fill in the blank spaces so that each

L (9] A 1 row, each column & each 3x3 square has

all the nine letters appearing only once.

A
b
w

While you are solving the puzzle, try to
) K O | work out the anagram, When the 9 letters

are re-arranged they spell out the name
of a 2014 Champion Beer of Britain

B The Solution is on page20

Puzzle supplied by Chris Bunyan



DIARY DATES

JAN. 23rd. Special GBG & POTY Selection Meeting, Cock, Broom, 8 pm
FEB. 10th. Branch Social, March Hare Winter Beerfest, Dunton 12 noon

20th. Branch Meeting, Roundabout, Sandy, 8 pm

24th. Branch Social, Engineers Cider & Sausage Festival, Henlow 2 pm
MAR. 16th. Branch Scocial, St Neots Beer Festival 2 pm onwards
APR. 10th. Branch Meeting, March Hare, Dunton 8pm

20th. Branch Social, Sir William Peel Beer Festival, Sandy 2 pm onwards
MAY. 15th. Branch AGM, 8 pm [venue TBA]

BEER FESTIVALS

18th-20th. Cambridge Winter Ale Festival, University Social Club CAMRA
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1st-3rd. Stevenage Beer & Cider Festival, Arts & Leisure Centre, CAMRA
9th-11th. 6th Winter Beer Festival, March Hare, Dunton

15th-17th. Luton Beer & Cider Festival, Hightown Sports & Arts
Centre, Concorde Road, Luton CAMRA

20th-24th. Great British Beer Festival Winter, St. Andrew’s &

Blackfriars Halls, Norwich CAMRA
22nd-25th. Engineers Arms Cider & Sausage Festival, Henlow

15th-17th. The 43rd Booze on the Ouse Beer & Cider Festival,

Priory Centre, Priory Lane, St Neots CAMRA
19th-22nd. 10th Sir William Peel Beer Festival, High Street, Sandy

TBA. The Half Moon Beer Festival, Queen Street, Hitchin
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Booze on the Ouse Beer & Cider Festival
Priory Centre, Priory Lane, St Neots
Thursday 15th to Saturday 17th March 2018

Opening Times
Thu 15th March from Noon to 10.30pm

Fri 16th March from Noon to 10.30pm
Sat 17th March from Noon to 10pm

Card carrying CAMRA members - free entry all sessions




Ark Farm, High Street South
Tiffield, Northamptonshire. NN12 BAB
Tel: 01327 351759
Mohile: 07850 327658
www.greatoakleybrewery.co.uk

THE BOTTLE MIX

Feal ale and cider specialists

Tel: 07538 107641

nd fruit wine

www.thebottlemix.com

ﬁoﬂm‘u HS on
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A Beginner’s Guide to Beer Festivals

If you're reading this, it's odds-on that you're either in the boozer or have taken
this erudite publication home to peruse at your leisure, possibly whilst comfortably
ensconced on the Throne, ruminating that Real Ale has its own laxative proper-
ties; you may be a seasoned drinker (i.e. one that drinks even when not thirsty),
or an occasional arf-a-bitter man, but the chances are that you have either been
to or considered going to a beer festival. There are several types and, having
suffered for my art by making in depth investigations, they fall into 3 categories:-

The CAMRA Beer Festival

Organised and run by CAMRA, usually at Branch level, they range from vast
(Peterborough or Great British Beer Festivals) to cosy (St Neots Beer or St. Ives
Beer Festivals) and a fair number of in-betweens. You can guarantee the beer
quality, there is normally a good selection of regional beers from around the UK,
often overseas beers (those foreign Johnnies get everywhere since the decline of
the Empire), plus soft drinks for nominated drivers (often free) and a selection of
Cider and Perry. Food is often available and importantly the prices are not inflated
to a degree; more of which later. Pints, halves and often thirds are available, all in
marked glasses and thus give the opportunity to sample a few without getting
tired and emotional. There is usually a charge (reduced or free if you're a CAMRA
member) and a glass deposit, which is refundable. A great boon is that, because
they’re held in a hall or similar, no chilblains are usually allowed, the drawback is
that often occurs, is that far too many people are in a limited space.

The Charity Beer Festival

A popular format in recent years, is a beer festival held in aid of a (usually) local
charity. You pay a set entrance fee - £15 seems to be the local norm — and then
drink as much or as little as you like. Not a vast choice of beer — around 8 or 10 —
but | have yet to be served a bum pint. Usually no-frills, these are beer festivals at
their grass roots level, totally unpretentious and exceptional fun. | once asked the
organizer of a “local” how they chose the beer; “We stick a pin in The Good Beer
Guide and buy that. If we can't get that one, we keep on until we find one”.
Normally only a one-nighter and for the Tickers, Scratchers and Anoraks, there is
often a beer brewed especially for the festival - get you notebooks out.

The Pub Beer Festival

These fall into two categories: the genuine beer festival, usually held annually
with no charitable beneficiary, often themed and lasting a few days. The quantity
of beers may be up to 40 or so, the choice national or to a theme; Winter beers,
ales from a chosen region or beers with a theme (however tenuous!) with cider
and perry bringing up the rear. The common factors are, no charge for the glass,
the prices aren’t hiked, entertainment and food are a very acceptable side-line
and good times are had by all; a common denominator at these festivals is the
lack of the ratted! Beware, however, the “This-is-a-chance-to-print-money” pub
beer festival, where the greed of the Landlord shines forth like a new penny; one |
attended outside our area, was selling common (Fullers London Pride, GK |.P.A.)
at inflated prices and in pints only, the wretch. | didn’t stop.
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Just the Ticket

Held on and in support of the playing field, the 6" Upper Caldecote Beer
Festival kicked off at 7.30pm on September 1st offering 10 beers and 7 ciders
and, as usual, you pay an entrance fee then drink to your heart’'s content - | did.
(There's a novelty). There were 5 types of beer, including a wheat, all in excellent
condition and served at the right temperature. Wine was available for aficionados
of the grape rather than the apple or barley and a barbeque selling sausages &
burgers for a mere 2 sov’s,

Beer

Back to beer—the list (see right) for those who like ~gunoosies-acksspaniets il g
to tick/scratch/scrape/graze. Downton Elderquad oownton-eiderquad 4.0% pale
was the first to run out and Hopback's Summer g 5o, e b
Lightning got a damn good thrashing. Entertainment  nesbys- pium porter 4.4% Dark
was provided by the Ukulele band who performed e oo son slonde
last year, putting their own arrangements of popular  Hesback- sunmer Ughtning el
classics, interesting to note how the applause " oo Cia
reduced as the quantity of beer consumed _ . . o GO e
increased, | assume because it was becoming ey cider-mango 4.0% Sweet
difficult for some to co-ordinate the exercise. The L=t e Helgry
only drawback is there is no public transport at the rsmerins-famersimsory  5.0% ory
time of the festival, so a cab or a lift is required. iR Sl

Held in Broom village hall on 13th October, the 7" BRAS (Broom Real Ale
Society) beer festival was held in aid of CHUMS (Child Bereavement, Trauma
and Emotional Wellbeing Service) and The Community Heartbeat Trust. As per
the Upper Caldecote beer festival, you pay your £15 entry fee and then drink to
your heart's content, as little or as much as you like of the 10 beers on offer. This
year there were 4 pale bitters, 5 brown bitters and one stout from as close as
Ampthill and Kettering to as far as Harrogate and Newcastle.

All beers were in tip-top condition and at
perfect temperature, illustrating the brewers’
art to a nicety — | particularly liked the Titanic
Brewery Plum Porter, 4,9% for those of you ‘1
who think this important - and accompanied
by cheese, cheese and onion, cheese and
pickle and ham rolls, thoughtfully served by
the Ladies in attendance on the night. As an
aside, should there ever be a Campaign for
Real Pickled Onions, those served on the
night would carry the pennant!

Due to the lack of alternative liquid refreshment, the attendance by the Ladies of
the Parish was poor, only 3, but the attendance was nonetheless enthusiastic.
Last year over £1,000 was raised, far too early to get the figures for this year but
let's hope they do as well or better this year.

Chris Bunyan

1"



Try one of our award
winning aleg

Gl Potbelly
;_NO\\-* Available! - bI'CWCI’)’ on:

:-'Contact our brewery for ¥ | o) | 5 5 G

‘details on how to purchase

‘our award winning range in  [FHEZ 8 8 8
Dottles. Perfect for Parties KSR 410 1

Land summer BBQ's.

BREWERY




BRITAIN'S ORIGINAL ..SETTING THE
BEERWEEK.. o __ BARSINCE 20T

Celebratlng
FINE ALE inthe FINE CITY

A ten-day celebration of real ale, local pubs and the regions
rich brewing and pub heritage taking place throughout the Fine City

24 MAY -3 JUNE 2018

“It’s the original British beer week!”
Matt Curtis

“The event has put Norwich on the map as one of the premier beer cities in the UK”
Pete Brown

“One of the most vibrant and exciting beer-related events going on in the UK”
Adrian Tierney Jones
“A fabulous flurry of activity with the historic city of Norwich as your playground”
Susanna Forbes
“Brilliant event - be there!”
i Roger Protz

2 M orwicn &4

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

f CityOfAle www.cityofale.org.uk » #cityofale



Beer and Buses

The beer and buses weekend was held on the Isle of Wight on the 15th and 16t
October, this was too good to miss. Old buses and beer go together, well but not as
well as steam trains and beer, but I caught the train to Portsmouth harbour and a
ferry to the island then an old underground tube train to arrive at Shanklin. Sadly
Shanklin was not the best place to stay as most buses ran from Newport or Ryde
and it was a 1 hour ride by the local bus to get to Newport. The festival was organ-
ised by the Isle of Wight CAMRA branch in conjunction with Isle of Wight bus
museum. 70 vehicles went across to the island, they dated from 1937 to 2002 and
all came at the owner’s own expense to complement the island’s museum buses.

I bought a programme, whose proceeds
helped cover some of these expenses, it gave &
details of the routes, pickup times & opening
hours of the pubs on route. All buses stopped
outside the designated real ale pubs except in §
the main towns. The system went according to §
plan but on two occasions I had to resort to
the island’s buses as the event buses were full
on arrival. So to the pubs and beer:-

On arrival to the island I broke my journey to Shanklin at the Rallway Inn out-
side the St Johns station, Ryde to collect my programme and I tried Penny Come
Quick from Skinners. Very enjoyable and straight from the cask as part of their
mini beer festival. Next morning I went to the Isle of Wight steam railway, which
runs from Wootton to Havenstreet their main HQ where they had a marquee.

Dartmouth Legend and Yates Islander were had straight from the cask. As it was
good weather I sat outside and watched a display of birds, the highlight of which
were Black Kites. They collect their food in flight so the handlers were throwing
food to them as they flew over. The bus from Ryde to Newport was full on arrival
at Wootton so I caught a local bus to Newport to try The Prince of Wales a
friendly corner pub with a mini beer festival.

I enjoyed Dartmouth Jail Ale and Goddards _ _
Starboard again served straight from the cask. :

I met Mike who came from Mile Epd area of mmuh'"ml_mmu“ =
London, he was a real character with a good L ||||||||""_m“m “L"IIIJ"“I"

sense of humour. He drives a road sweeper j§ w ﬁ‘ i) 1 i ﬂ

and sweeps Shaftsbury Avenue most after- |§
noons and early evenings. We spent the rest of ==
the weekend visiting the pubs together. i
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The next pub visited was the Waverley at Carisbrooke, a recently refurbished
Victorian pub, where I had Goddards Wight Squirrel and Goddards Fuggle Dee-
Dum, again well served. ;

Next stop was The Blacksmiths also near & = =
Carisbrooke, which is over 400 years old and I :
drank Island Ales Earls RDA. The last pub of
the day was The New Inn at Shalfleet. This
pub dates from 1743 and has inglenook fire-
places and flagstone floors. I tried Island’s
Vector Venom and Island’s Busman’s Holiday
—most enjoyable.

Sunday morning was again a trip on the local bus service to Newport where after
meeting Mike at Wetherspoons we headed off to The Sun Inn at Hulverstone, a
big mistake, the worst pub on my trip and it was quite a distance on the bus. It
did not help we were on the wrong side of the river at Newport to catch the bus so
had to go back into town to cross it and then the bus was full so we had to wait for
the next after 30 minutes. 30 minutes loss of good drinking time! The Sun is
thought to date back some 600 years. Yates Holy Joe was drunk there, but when
a chap tried to sing that was my cue to depart and catch the next bus back to
Newport and then continue to Cowes.

Cowes Ale House is a small family
Micropub, which served beers straight from the
cask. Adwell's King John Green Hop and |
Island’s Busman's Holiday were sampled and -
well received after a very frustrating morning.
The Anchor was the next port of call, a®
traditional pub which has stood on the site
since 1704 and was the primary coaching Inn [
of Cowes. There I had Goddard’s Fuggle Dee-
Dum before returning by bus to Newport.

I landed back at the The Prince of Wales where I had Goddard’s Prince of
Wales Festival Ale. The last stop was Wetherspoons for a final pint and a meal
before heading back to Shanklin and home the next morning. I tried to visit pubs
that just had beers which were sourced locally. Many of the large brewery beers
could be found in other pubs if you wish.

This was a most enjoyable trip and was very popular. I'll be back again next year.

Clifford Luff
15



Long Service Award in Potton

It was all change at the George & Dragon for the
first time in thirty years. Licensees Mick and
Mavis Allen retired on Monday 4th December
2017. Mick started out at the age of 26 as a tenant
for Greene King in 1974 at the former Cross Keys
on Horslow Street [see right]. He ran the pub for
thirteen years until it was marked for closure by
the brewery. Luckily for Potton the George &
Dragon was available & Mick moved in 1987.

The Allens ran the George & Dragon for thirty
years and it was always known as a no-
nonsense proper drinkers pub. When the branch
heard about the retirement they felt it would only
be proper to mark the occasion. So on Saturday
afternoon of 2nd December prior to a farewell
party planned for later that evening, John
l- Goodlet and Barry Price visited the pub to spring
b 2 Surprise presentation.

The couple were invited out from behind the bar and John spoke in front of the bemused
local customers, reflecting on the couple's career and pointing out how rare it is for
licensees in the modern world to have worked for one brewery and in service of one
community for most of their working life. John then presented the couple with a special
CAMRA certificate to mark their ‘distinguished achievement and long service’ to the
community of Potton and on behalf of Greene King & Co.

As the festive season was getting in swing, the
branch also presented Mick & Mavis with a few
gifts to celebrate the occasion, which we hope
they enjoyed during their first Christmas as a
retired couple. Local residents will be pleased
to hear that the couple aren’t leaving Potton. In
fact, they are retiring to a house on Horslow
Street, almost opposite the old Cross Keys—
ah the Circle of Life. East Beds CAMRA wish i
Mick & Mavis a long and happy retirement
within the Potton Community.
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Campaign Corner Report

Village or Town, Pub LocALe Real Cider ACV Festival Discount
Arlesey, True Briton Apr

Arlesey, Vicars Inn Wells

Arlesey, White Horse Yes

Biggleswade, Crown Hotel Yes 50p
Biggleswade, Golden Pheasant | Wells + Yes

Biggleswade, New Inn Wells, Brewhouse | Yes Several Yes 2op
Biggleswade, Stratlon House Yes July

Broom, Cock Yes July

Clifton, Admiral Yes (spr/sum) Summer

Dunton, March Hare Wells, B&T Yes Sep & Feb

Everton, Thornton Arms Wells Yes

Henlow, Engineers Arms L. Buzzard, Tring | Yes Oct & Feb

Henlow, Old Transporter Several Yes several Yes 2op
Langford, Plough Yes

Langford, Wrestlers Yes

Meppershall, Sugar Loaf Yes

Potton, Coach House Wells, Buntingford

Potton, George & Dragon Yes

Potton, Rising Sun Wells Yes May & Aug

Potton, Royal Oak Yes

Sandy, Bell Yes

Sandy, Four Horsemen Yes

Sandy, Kings Arms Yes

Sandy, Queens Head Yes

Sandy, Sir William Peel Yes Apr & July

Stotfold, Coach & Horses Wells Yes July & Aug

Stotfold, Crown Yes

Stotfold, Stag Yes Sep

Sutton, John O'Gaunt Yes

Wrestlingworth, Chequers Wells Yes Yes May

A full list of LocALe Breweries and Cider Producers can be seen at
www.eastbedscamra.org.uk/locale www.eastbedscamra.org.uk/cider
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Why Kreejis? I don't Nothe way!

Forgive the puns but those of you familiar with the sunny South Dorset resort of
Weymouth will know that Wyke Regis is at the extreme south of the town facing
Portland Harbour and the Isle of Portland - which isn't an island at all but reached by a
causeway and in historic times could have been approached on foot from the most south-
erly part of one of the geographical wonders of the UK, Chesil Beach. This southerly side
of the harbour was the original “Weymouth” whilst t'other on North was Melcombe with
the “Regis” added following the patronage of King George III for many years.

The Nothe is the area directly across the harbour
from the ferry terminus and contains Nothe Gardens
and the very much visited Nothe Fort — started in _
1860 by contractors who obviously couldn't make g
enough money from the venture and handed over in §8
1862 to the Royal Engineers to complete. s
“What has all this to do with beer?” you may ask.
Well, as those of you who can recall Edwin Starr's = &
1970 hit “War”, the response to “War! What is it
Good for?” was “Absolutely Nothing” and I'm afraid
to say my response is exactly the same!

Even so your inquisitiveness may be piqued so that, one sunny morning when you're in
Weymouth (or Melcombe Regis, Rodwell, Southam, Southill or Radipole [great bird-
watching on Radipole Lake] which are all areas of Weymouth), instead of going straight
into Wetherspoons for an early morning tincture you might take the opportunity to give
your thirst a bit of a workout by having a look around.

On a Sunday in late April 2017 an unusually depleted group of us left our colleagues to get
on with the business of our Union's Conference while we set off for a bit of a “jolly” at the
seaside. In fact only two of us could manage to tear ourselves away from the stimulating
repartee at the Bournemouth International Centre — denizen of Eaton Ford and fellow
Union and CAMRA Branch member, Ian and myself.

Bus to Branksome, train to Poole, bus to Wareham, train to Weymouth. I'm not entirely
sure whether Network Rail are continually digging up sections of track between Bourne-
mouth and Dorchester but this was the third year in a row that we had encountered bus
replacements services at various stages. I suppose the only plus point regarding these non
-continuous treks is the anticipation of the first pint.

Weymouth station is little more than a pleasant stroll - particularly on such a warm, sunny
day with which we were blessed - along the seafront to the commercial centre of town
where many pubs can be found but this year, rather than head straight for the Boot (turn
right on the far side of the harbour bridge and take the left turn past the Council Offices), I
felt that we ought to visit one or two different pubs.

An earlier perusal of WhatPub seemed to suggest that the Globe Inn, a freehouse, would
be a reasonable alternative to the Boot and so it proved with six real ales and those we
tried being in very good condition. I expect that the majority of people reading this will
have smartphones with maps and all sorts of useful paraphernalia on them but, for those
who prefer analogue, turn left just before town bridge, walk down Custom House Quay
and turn into East Street and the pub is on the corner of the second street on your left.
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2z The exterior of the building is quite stunning and
justifies its Grade II listed status. We received a very
y friendly welcome from the landlord and his wife and
- the pub slowly filled with regulars who were also
very approachable. The stand-out beer for me was
Dartmoor Jail Ale which really was in excellent
condition. The entrance to the pub is on a street
corner and in the opposite corner of the pub from
the entrance is a games room with darts and pool at
the bargain price of 50p per game. The Globe is the
only Weymouth entry in the 2018 Good Beer Guide.

We had three or four pints and then retraced our g
steps back to one of the many pubs which overlook |*
the harbour and town bridge and were lucky enough »
to get a table in the sunshine outside the Royal Oak. |
Again the beers were on great form...but after this
amount of time (writing in mid December) I really §
can't remember what was on offer or what we drank -
and I seriously can't recall whether we asked for the
20% CAMRA discount although my suspicion is that
we didn't...so much for not having a smartphone!

The pub is virtually next to the town bridge, a bascule bridge with a similar lifting mecha-
nism to Tower Bridge in London though on a much more modest scale — and it seemed
that the whole of the town walked, drove or sailed past while we sat there. We were there
for at least a couple of hours and, although it may sound unbelievable now, the sun was so
warm that my thighs began to feel uncomfortably hot even though I was wearing jeans.

Our final destination before heading back towards the
station was the Market House just around the
corner in Maiden Street, a recommendation from a
gentleman dispensing bonhomie at the bar of the &
Royal Oak. It turned out to be another freehouse with
Timothy Taylor Landlord, Dartmoor Jail Ale and an
ever changing guest. I have to admit that, by now,
both Ian and I had got a bit of a taste for the
Dartmoor offering and again the quality in the Market
House did not disappoint, neither did the friendliness
of either the bar staff or customers.

Both the Globe and the Market House are tucked a

little out of the way which makes them an ideal stop for those who like a little bit of local
“character” whereas the Royal Qak has its own charms — particularly its location and the
CAMRA discount - although neither of the others' prices were anything other than reason-
able.

If you're ever anywhere around the Weymouth area then give these pubs a try...I'm sure
that you won't be disappointed.

Barry Price
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i 35,000 real ale puh::

Champion Ale = Boltmaker

Thousands of pubs m your finzertips!
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ESTD 1760

AMRA Champion
ales from Norfolk

Have you asked
your landlord for
apintof Lacons?

Find your nearest stockist or buy oniine

www.lacons.co.uk

WE BELIEVE OUR COMMITMENT GOES BEYOND
CREATING AWARD WINNING BEERS, WHICH

IS WHY, IN 2017, WE WILL BE HELPING

RAISE FUNDS FOR THE LIFE SAVING

HERTS AIR AMBULANCE SERVICE.

/{,. HERT
& ambulance

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT OUR 2017 MONTHLY SPECIALS AT

s‘ WWW.TRINGBREWERY.CO0.UK




U

Join up, join in,
join the campaign

You are just moments away from a year in beer heaven!

From as little as £25* today, be part of the CAMRA community and enjoy discounted
entry to around 200 beer festivals, exclusive member offers and more. Discover all the

ins and outs of brewing and beer with fantastic magazines and newsletters, but even more
importantly support various causes and campaigns to save pubs, cut beer tax and more.

Join CAMRA today

Enter your details and complete the Direct Debit form below to get 15 months for the price of 12 for
the first year and save £2 on your membership fee.

Alternatively you can send a chaaue pavable te CAMRA Ltd with your completed form. visit www.camra.org.uk/joinup or call
01727 798440, All forms shou'd be acdressed to Membership Dopartment, CAMRA, 220 Hatficld Road, St Albans, AL 4LW.

CAMPAIGN
FOR
REAL ALE

Your details: Direct Dehbit Non DD
Title Surname Single Menbership eas [ | gop] |
Farenameals) (UK & ELD

Date of Birth (dd/mm/Avyy) JomtMembershp  £3050 | eszs0.[ |
Address (Partner at the same addrass)

“For informatioh on Young Mamber and
other concessionary rates olease visit
www.camra.org.uk/members hip-rates
arcall 01727 798440

{31 el Ty [ e

Email address

Tel Nots)

I/ we wish to join the Campaign Tor Real Ale,
and agres to akbice by the Memarandum and

Partner's Details (if Joint Membership)
Articles of Asscclatich these areavallable at —|

Title Surname camra,org.uk/memorandum
Forenamels)

Date of Birth (dd/mm /Ay Signed

Joint member's Email Date

Joint member's Tel Ne

Applications wil be pracessed within 4! dlags of receipt of this form, 0497

DIRECT DIRECT
@D ebit -G)De Eglt

Instruction to your Bank or
Building Soclety to pay by Direct Debit

CAMPAIGH Please fill in the whale form using 3 ball point pen and Send o This Guarantee shodld be detached
o Campalgn fer Real Ale Ltd, 230 Hatfleld Read St. Albans, Herts ALY 4LW andl retained by the payer.

Name and full pastal address of your Bank or Building Soclety  Service User

To the Mansger Bank or Building Society 92| 6|1 2 2|9

FOR CAMRA OFFICIAL USE ONLY
This it not parct of the instruction ta your Bank ar Bulding Sotiety

The Direct Debit

Guarantee
This Suarantes s offered by all banks sihd
billdinig societion that sccept Ingtructions
tor pay by Direct Debits )

If there are any changes to the smont,
date or frequancy of your Direct Dubit The
Campaign for Real Ale Lbd will notily pou 10
weorking days in advance of your account
uing chetifled or g otherwise agreed. i
youu reguest The Campaign for Real Als
Ltd to callect & payment. confirmaticn of
the amount and date will be given to you

- &k the time of the request

If arverror s mada In the payment of your

Address

Memberahip Mumber

Pastoode
Neme

Names(s) ef Account Halder Postcode

| to your Bank or Building Society

Bank or Bullding Soclety b

Branch Sort Code

[ITTTT]

Reference

HNRRENNRERNNERERER

Please pay Campalgn For Real Ale Limited Diract Debits

fram the aceount detalled an this instruction subjact to the
safequards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantes. | understand
‘that this Instriction may remain with Campalgn For Real Ale
Limited and, If o will be passed electronically to my Bank/
Euliding Socksty.

Signaturs{s)

Dote

Banks and Building Societies may net accept Dirsct Dabit Instrustions for some types of account,

Diract Dekit by The Campaign for Roal
Ale L2d e your bank or bullding socety,
you are antitled to a full and immadiata
rifurd of the ameunt pasd from your sank
ar buliding saciety

If yeu recedve a refund you are net
antitied to, you inust pay It back whan
Tha Cammalgn Real Ala Ltd asks you to.
Yo can cancel a Direct Debit at sy time
by simply contacting your bank or building
society. Written confirmation my be
required. Pledss also nobily us.

Pow Eirect Dobit members will meaivs 2 12 month suppy of Youchers in ther first i menths of mempershin
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Nobby’

Est. 2004
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

’ DIRECT DELIVERY CONTRACT BREWING ‘

AVAILABLE IN 13 COUNTIES BOTTLING & KEGGING AVAILABLE

) __FOLLOW US [Se

g @NobbysBrewery
n NobbysBrewery

LY
www.nobbysbrewery.co.uk
N

HAND CRAFTED BREWING FOR THE DISCERNING DRINKER

Planning a party or
purchasing for a fantastic pub?
Contact our sales team on

01832 730800

sales@nobbysbrewery.co.uk




The Orange Tree
Norton Road, Baldock

13 Hand Pumps
r 8 Draught Ciders
Biggest Range
of Ales & Ciders
for miles!

Ale & Sausage Heaven!

Bob Chapman's Sausage Emporium

Proper home-made food served 12-2 and 6-9 daily
Chapman’s Meats, Pies, Scotch Eggs & Biltong.
Traditional Sunday Lunches served 12-6pm
Perfect for parties, celebrations and meetings
Huge Beer Garden and Pétanque Piste
www.theorangetreebaldock.com

Passionate about local sourcing and real home cooking
mnoluten Free and Vegetarian home made food
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The following notice should have been in the January 2018 edition of the Casket
Magazine. Unfortunately it was accidently overlaid with adverts and did not appear in
the printed version.

John Goodlet, editor of the Casket

Notice for CAMRA members

You may be aware of recent proposals to cut costs within CAMRA which might result in the flagship newspaper
What's Brewing appearing less frequently. However, if you enjoy What's Brewing on a monthly basis and the
quarterly BEER magazine, you can help by switching to digital copies. Rather than receive these printed
publications through the post, you can now choose digital copies (pdf files). Go to website www.camra.org.uk
and sign up for electronic copies. You will then receive regular emails informing when an issue is available and
you can download the publications from the website at your leisure. If enough members use this service it will
help us to keep them going at a reduced cost, so we can focus our resources on more campaigns and less on
administration.

Also, if you renew your membership annually, perhaps by cheque—you run the risk of your membership lapsing
now and again. You don’t want to turn up at a CAMRA beer festival OR a visit a pub with CAMRA discount, only
to find your card has expired. Avoid this and help reduce administration costs by moving your renewal onto an
automatic Direct Debit payment scheme, visit www.camra.org.uk to change your payment method.

As we enter 2018 you might consider getting a friend to sign up and join CAMRA. There are great savings to be
made, which more that pay for their annual subscription. From as little as £25 per year, they could get:-

Special offers on entry to over 200 beer festivals

Free monthly newspaper and a quarterly magazine

Discounts on CAMRA books, including the Good Beer Guide

Discounts on Real Ale in participating pubs & £20 worth of Wetherspoons vouchers

Plus discounts on Canal Boat holidays, clothing and beer shops and many more.

Check out www.camra.org.uk/joinup

PUB COMPANY CHANGES - HOW DO THEY AFFECT YOUR LOCAL?

CAMRA is investigating the impact of changes to our pubs as the big pub owning companies react to the Pubs
Code, put into force in 2016 after years of campaigning by licensee groups & CAMRA.

In the last two years, the number of pubs run on traditional long-term tenancies has fallen, as some tenants are
replaced by managers. Licensee campaigners are concerned that this may encourage management turnover, all
to avoid pubs being covered by the Code. The impact on customers is less clear.

Our Pub Campaigns Committee is looking, confidentiality, for information. It is particularly interested to see if
changes in management to pub company pubs result in more or less choice for pub-goers. Has your local pub
increased or reduced its range of real ale and cider after a change of tenant? Or do you work in a pubco pub and
have seen changes? The Committee would also like to know about any changes in prices and in the quality of
the beer being served.

Please send information to the Committee’s Chair, Paul Ainsworth — paul.ainsworth@camra.org.uk



